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imposed upon him by the will of God; and by him per-
formed in the name of God and for the realisation of
Divine inspirations. Another reason is due consideration
for his state of health. The cold temperature that .prevails
in our churches invariably gives him a head-ache, as he once
hinted in a highly characteristic letter to his friend the
Rev. Roman von Andre, e.g. "With respect to church-
going it is untrue that I never visit the House of God. I
readily admit that I might do so oftener; that I do not is
not so much from lack of time as on account of my health,
especially during the winter; and I am quite prepared to
- explain why, to anybody who feels called upon to sit in
judgment over me in this matter.... Although I am
doubtless an item in the sum-total of sinners who are
regarded by the Deity as of but little account, I hope that
His mercy will not deprive me, amidst all the dangers and
doubts of my career, of the staff of humble faith with which
I endeavour to find my way about; nor shall this hope of
mine render me hard of hearing to words of blame, when
pronounced by friends, or wrathful when made the subject
of unamiable and impertinent judgments."

How the Chancellor dealt with written communications
belonging to the latter of the above categories, the follow-
ing example may illustrate. In 1873, when the Old Con-
servatives turned their backs upon him and attacked him in
their press-organs on account of the attitude he had
assumed towards the School-Inspection Bill, an old
gentleman in Pomerania (Senfft-Pilsach) considered it his
right and duty to address an absurd sanctimonious letter to
him (Bismarck) exhorting him to return to the flock and
take to prayer The Prince in his answer (which he read
over to me in 1881) referred the writer to Psalm xii, v.
4 & 5: " They shall cut off all flattering lips and the